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ON RESEARCH 
by: Cy Cobb 
senior, Somerville High School 
Somerville, New Jersey 


lt is amazing how sometimes a rather in- 
significant coincidence will start one 

on the road to research, 1! was in Search 
of a topic. for a term paper in history 
just about the time | was reading James 
Fenimore Cooper's historical-adventure 
classic, The Last of the Mohicans. Al- 
though the hero of the novel, Hawkeye, 
was a very. resourceful woodsman, | was 
much more..fascinated by his two’Indian 
companions, Chingachgook and his son 
Uncas, The quiet, shrewd, daring coura- 


geous Uncas had special appeal to me, ‘and, 


as | read,;il: found myself becoming more 
and more interested in him and his tribe, 
the Mohicans. (I later discovered that 
Cooper had used a variation of the name 
of this famous Connecticut tribe of .— 
Indians.) Cooper's portrayal of these two 
characters, their background, customs, 
religion, friendship for the white man, 
and sad history was excellent. His des- 
cription of the pageantry of their prim- 
itive funeral rites showed that Cooper 
was indeed familiar with Indian lore. 

The further | read, the more fascinated 

| became, My curiosity was aroused. Why 
not a paper on the Mohegan Tribe? 


| might digress here a moment by saying 
that | believe students should at all 
times write only on subjects which in- 
terest them. Interest plus enthusiasm 
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generally make for a good, interesting com- 
position, Why, then, do teachers insist 
upon assigning topics of their own choice-- 
as they often do? Don't they see that by 
doing so, they are the ones who suffer in 
the end? Nothing could be more tiring and 
boring than to read hundreds of assigned, 
poor ly written, uninteresting papers.:: Who 
cares about such subjects as relativity 
and its implications to. man or: the deriva- 
tion of Mephistopheles? | 


My first step in this. undertaking was a 
visit to the Somerville and the Somerset: 
County libraries. With the exception of 
the summaries in the encyclopedias, and a 
very brief reference to the Mohegans in a 
book, there was no further information on 
this particular tribe, The suggestion was 
made that | switch to the Delaware tribe, 
that had settled in this area, But I was. 
not interested in the Delawares.. Besides, 
| had already read and studied about them. 
The purpose of research, after all. is to 
learn something about which one knows noth- 
ing or very little.’ Is it not? | would 
not be discouraged so soon by what appeared © 
to be a Herculean task. | decided-to put 
the famous Cobb determination to the test. 


| proceeded to write some letters, one to 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs in Washington, 
one to the New Haven Colony Historical 


Society , one to the New London County:His- 


torical Society, one to the -Connecticut 
Historical Society, and one to the Chamber 
of Commerce of Hartford, Connecticut.: The 
Bureau of Indian Affairs replied that it 


was sorry, but it could not supply the 
requested information about the Mohegan 
tribe, This was a real blow! 1! was cer- 
tain they could give me valuable assist- 
ance, They did send me a. bibliography on 
Indians and Indian Affairs of a general 
nature,'and, included in the list, were 
two or three possibilities. On the whole, 
however, | was disappointed with the re- 
sults from the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 

A reply from the New Haven Colony His- 
torical Society referred me to the New 
London County Historical Society. | 

heard absolutely nothing from the Hart- 
ford Chamber of Commerce. It was, after 
all, a stab in the dark, so to speak. | 
was beginning to despair. Then it happen- 
ed-the spark | needed, that element of 
delightful wii sil al that Spurred me ons 


| was sitting -in the living room studying 
when the phone rang. It was a person to’ 
person call for me from New London, 
ticut. The president of the New London 
County Historical Society was extremely 
pleased to learn of the interest of a New. 
Jersey boy in a Connecticut Indian tribe, 
and he decided to call me and tell me sol 
He spoke to me of the great need for re= 
search on’ the Mohegans, and encouraged me 
to continue my research even after | had 
completed’ my term paper. He told. me he 
was sending some booklets, pamphlets, and 
newspaper articles which | would find most 
helpful. Finally, he gave me the names of 
several books, and suggested | look for 


them in the library of a nearby university. 


Fortunately, | was able to find most of 
them in the Rutgers Library. My luck had 
changed} 


One other source remained - a trip to the 
Museum of the American Indian in New York 
City. Here | really struck it rich. From 
the exhibits | was able to sketch a Mohe- 
gan type house, some of the cooking and 
eating utensils, wampum, weapons, and even 
a coat of one of the Mohegan chiefs. | 
met and talked with the director of this 
museum, Dr. Frederick J. Dockstader, a 
tall, dark man whose resemblance to an 
Indian is amazing. (I reached the conclu- 
Sion he must be part Indian). Dr. Dock-~ 
Stader is a writer in his own right, an 
authority on the American Indian. 
cently had his latest book, Indian Art in 
America, published. He gractously offered 
to allow me to use the library of the 
museum. Here | found several excellent, 
additional references, and leads for other 
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publications, The best of these turned out 
to be the Bulletin of the Archeological 
society of Connecticut by Froelich G, 
Rainey. This bulletin is rich in research 
material on the Mohegan tribe. in it Dr. 
Rainey quotes from other authorities on the 
Mohegans such as Dr. Frank Speck, Dr. 
Roland Dixon, John DeForest, and Daniel 
Gookin. 


Thus ended the research on the Mohegans. 
In the beginning, finding information on 
this tribe was like looking for a needle 
in a haystack. In the end, | discovered | 
had over thirty references! The actual 
writing of the paper went quickly. Through- 
out this period Mr. Dwight Lyman kept in 
touch with me, and encouraged me in my en- 
deavor. He requested that | send. him a 
copy of my paper upon its completion, and 
|! readily agreed to do so. Then one day ‘I 


received a letter from him asking permis- 


sion to borrow the original. He wanted to 
display it at the spring meeting of the 

Connecticut League of Historical Societies 
at Stratford, Connecticut, where he was to 


present a paper on ''Teen-Agers and Research,!' 


Mr. Lyman wrote, ''Your paper will be one 
of my prize exhibits showing what canbe - 
done when a student really works.'' After- 
wards he wrote that my paper had made a 
fine impression. ) 


Mr. Lyman and | met-in New London, Connecti- 
cut this past August, when my family and | 
drove through there on our way to Maine. 
While we luncheoned together in the at- 
tractive dining room of the Mohican Hotel, 

we talked about the Mohegan Indiaris and 
research, .Next spring or early summer | 
hope to return'and visit the old Mohegan 
reservation, hunting grounds, ad talk to 
some descendants of the tribe, | 


(Note: It is a pleasure to present this 
fresh, sincere article, Students like 
Cy Cobb encourage us to hope that the 
American story will be handed on truth- 
fully and interestingly to tomorrow's 
researcher,.--D.C.L.) 


=. PROGRESS REPORT ON 
NEW LONDON'S REDEVELOPMENT 


The announcement of the public hearing on 
New London's Redevelopment Pian to be held 
February 26 centers attention on the pro-. 
ject that has. caused many of us to take a 
fresh look at old and familiar surround- 
ings that have suddenly become precious. 


The Society, through its special committee 


invited by the Redevelopment Agency to re- ~ 


commend buildings worthy of preservation 
because of historical or architectural 
value, has gone on record as being in favor 
of the creation of an historic district. 
This area would include the four pillared 
Huntington Street houses known as ''Whale 
Oil Row'', and the building at 68 Federal 
Street used as the law office of Mr. 
Francis McGuire. These buildings have 
been saved from destruction by the favor- 
able action of the Redevelopment Agency. 
The matter of the creation of an historic 
district is in the hands of New London's 
mayor and his municipal legislative body. 


The most articulate defenders of the afore- 
mentioned buildings have been, quite natur- 
ally,the owners. They have enlisted the 
aid of individuals and groups throughout 
the country who have contended with the 
same problems of historic preservation. 

The Society's committee has tried to con- 
centrate on its task of the selection of 
those buildings in the area marked for re- 
development that seem worthy of preserva- 
tion or suitable marking for the benefit 

of tomorrow's history student, It has 

been a sad task, for it is hard to accept 
the truth that many of New London's fine 
memorials to its historic past have been 
obliterated because of neglect or short- 
sighted action. 


Little information is available at this 
writing as to the City's plans for the new 
area to be created, should redevelopment 
become a reality. We have no assurance 
that better housing will replace much that 
is unsafe or unsightly today. We urge all 
who are interested in New London's future 
to attend the hearing on February 26 at 
the New London High School. Meanwhile, a 
few copies of Connecticut's Public Act 430, 
"Concerning the Establishment of Historic 
Districts'', and the issue of the national 
quarterly, "'Historic Preservation!'' con- 
taining the picture and text about Whale 
Oi! Row are available to Society members 


on a first come, first served basis. 


OPEN HOUSE ON ‘ 
WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY 


In accordance with established custom, the 
Society will hold Open House at the Mansion 
on February 22nd. There will be no formal 
program this year, but visitors will have 
an opportunity to see the newly decorated 
dining-room with its lovely china and 
silverware, and the other substantial 
period appointments. The traditional tea 
and coffee will be served in memory of the 
Shaw family's entertainment of General 
Washington April 9, 1776. Children ac- 
companied by adults will be welcome, and a 
special punch will be served to them in 
the back parlor. 


A* handsome heavy silver tea service with 
gadroon border, presented by Mrs. J. Warren 
Horton, will be used on this occasion, also 
a fine square tablecloth donated by Mr. 


Edmund C. Johnston, 


The Mansion will be open from 2 to 5 
o'clock. Refreshments will be served from 
3 to 5. Arrangements for the social hour 
are being. handled by Mrs. 0. Pomeroy 
Robinson and her committee. 


Our thanks to Mrs. James A, Maher, chair- 
man of the House and Grounds Committee, 
Mrs. Dwight C. Lyman, Mrs. Knox and Mr. 
and Mrs, Menerey for their unflagging 
efforts in the responsible and laborious 
tasks involved in achieving this latest 
step in redecoration. 


NEW LONDON INTEREST 
IN TWO NEW BOOKS 


Two forthcoming books of interest to New 
Londoners have been announced for March 
publication by the Wesleyan University 
Press. 


Chester M. Destler's Joshua Coit, Amer- 
ican Federalist, 1758-1798'', tells the 
Story of the New London lawyer and banker 
who went to Congress after distinguished 
service in his state's legislature. Mr. 
Destler's scholarship is acknowledged by 
those who have known him at Yale, Cornell, . 
Chicago and Connecticut College (where he. 
was professor of American history). Now 
retired, he devotes his time to research 
and writing at his West Hartford home, 


_ "The Underground Railroad in Connecticut'', 
by Horatio T. Strother, presents a study 
of one of the least known movements in 
Connecticut's history... The routes are 
traced from such entry ‘points as New Haven 
and the New York line,through crossroads 
like Farmington, to havens farther along 
the road to Canada. 

% 
Mr. Strother, an alumnus of the University 
of Connecticut, was reared in Middletown. 
We recall his visit to the Shaw Mansion 
several years ago during his search for 
material , when we directed him to the | 
Thomas Lee House in East Lyme, one of the 
underground stations in the days of slavery 


r ‘ 
CALIFORNIA CALLS NEW LONDON 
FOR DARROW INFORMATION 


The Society was asked recently to provide 
a photograph of an old print depicting 
colonial New London for use ‘in a biograp:. 
hical documentary about Clarence Darrow 
for television. A researcher for the Great 
Pacific Moving Picture Company. . din San - 
Francisco reminded us that the noted 
lawyer's ancestors arrived in New London 
in the 17th century. 


Reference to Miss Caulkins produced the 
information that a Darrow set foot in New 
London about 1678. Irving Stone, tn his 
detailed biography, ''Clarence Darrow for 
the Defense,'' says: ''The first Darrow to 
come to America, around 1680, sharing a 
grant from the king of England for the 
town of New London, Connecticut, was an 
undertaker, and Amirus Darrow continued to 
carry on that trade in conjunction wi th 
his small furniture factory in back of the 


From The New London County Hd storical 
Society, Shaw Mansion 
1} Blinman Street 
New _kondon, Connecticut 


Return Requested | | 


house in Kinsman (Ohio). Amirus! fifth 
child, Clarence, carried on the family 
tradition: a good part of his life was 
devoted to burying economic and social 
corpses that insisted on coming up after 
every storm,'' 


Pictorial material of New London of the 
mid-17th century was harder to come by. 
Postcard views of the oldest buildings in 
New London--the Hempsted House, built in 
1678, -and the Old Town Mill, built in| 
1650 for John Winthrop, ir.. founder of 
New London, were forwarded with the hope 
that they might provide suitable back- 
ground, 


For Your Information 


The Society's telephone number is 
Gibson 3-1409., 

The Mahsion is open Tuesday through ‘ 
Saturday, from 1 to 4, 


Custodian in residence: 
Mrs. Charles Menerey 


Secretary and Curator: 
Mrs. Adam Knox 


